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AN APPEAL TO PRESIDENT TAFT 



Me. President, —There is an excellent and, indeed, con- 
clusive reason why any citizen of the Republic may feel at 
liberty to address to its Chief Magistrate a respectful appeal 
in this public manner; and it is because the Chief Magistrate, 
happily, is not under the slightest obligation to read any 
communication thus addressed to him. 

It is, however, just possible that one who has been privi- 
leged to enjoy a long and active career, associating during 
it with " all sorts and conditions of men," and to whom has 
come, as he fully appreciates, far more of the good things 
of life than he has deserved, and who, therefore, is able to 
cherish the best of humor free from any possibility of envy 
or malice, may be able to offer some suggestions of value 
even to a wiser man engaged as President in seeking to 
benefit his party and his country by a just administration of 
the Government. 

As one gets into years the years, fortunately, get into one, 
bringing with them serene and happy days, free alike from 
ambition and animosity when it costs nothing to forget tres- 
passes against one's self, if such there have been, and the 
only anxiety is that one's own trespasses and inconsistencies 
shall also be forgotten. A person, however, who presumes 
to offer advice to others must not imagine for a moment 
that his judgment is any better than the judgment of any- 
body who differs from him or that his motives are purer 
than the motives of those who take a wholly different view 
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of the proposition, as to your opportunities for valuable 
public service, which he is about to endeavor to call to your 
attention. 

It is, of course, apparent to the dullest comprehension 
that the larger and wider sphere of public usefulness, alike 
in executive and legislative departments, is just now to be 
found under our Federal system, not at Washington, but at 
our different State Capitols, so that our crying need to-day 
is not a New Nationalism, but a New Statehood. 

The Governor of an American commonwealth who seeks 
to make of it as nearly as possible a model of what an alert 
and progressive American community ought to be has a 
far larger field of really fruitful social service than a Presi- 
dent, and men with high standards of public life seeking 
political usefulness and distinction are now far more likely 
to secure them as members of a State Legislature than as 
members of Congress. 

The long neglect of the States of many of their legitimate 
functions has naturally led to usurpations by Congress. 
There is no doubt that the farmers of Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania are ade- 
quately served by their own admirable agricultural colleges, 
and the same is true in several States of the recently es- 
tablished " Bureau of Good Roads." These and many other 
like practical services can be far more effectively and far 
more economically rendered by each State to its own people 
than by a centralized bureaucracy at Washington supported 
by wasteful appropriations of Congress, where the old-fash- 
ioned virtue of economy in appropriations, as Mr. Gillett 
of Massachusetts is reported to have recently declared, has 
become so unpopular as to destroy the usefulness of any 
Congressman who attempts to insist upon it. 

The experienced statesmen of Europe are at present giv- 
ing earnest study to problems which, under our system, 
assuredly not only belong to the States, but can be far better 
solved by the States than by the nation. 

The right to impose graduated taxation upon incomes and 
inheritances is, it is true, and very fortunately, common to 
both; but the establishment of old-age pensions, of labor 
exchanges, of industrial insurance at cost and insurance 
against the appalling disaster for the industrial poor of 
unemployment, the prevention of debilitating labor by the 
children and the wives of our unskilled workmen, the com- 
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pulsory arbitration of labor disputes, and the preservation 
for the people of the State's natural resources and of the 
monopolies of public service — all these suggested remedies 
for the far-reaching troubles of our modern industrialism, 
of which Presidents and Congressmen know nothing and 
care less, are engaging the anxious and solicitous consid- 
eration of such statesmen as Mr. Balfour, Mr. Asquith, Mr. 
Chamberlain, Mr. Lloyd George, Lord Lansdowne and Mr. 
Winston Churchill in England, and statesmen of like breadth 
of view and distinction in Germany, France and Italy, as 
well as in the new and growing commonwealths of Australia 
and New Zealand. Surely aspiring young politicians need 
not hesitate to follow such men in their efforts to meet the 
crying need now confronting all civilized societies — that is, 
the narrowing of the too wide gulf between those who are 
too rich and those who are too poor rather than to occupy 
themselves in Congress with ignoble struggles to get for 
their constituents a share either of the spoils of office or 
of the infamous " pork barrel," or in assisting some cor- 
rupt lobby in Washington to waste taxes wrung in large 
measure by indirect taxation from ignorant and defenceless 
victims. To almost all intents and purposes the national 
Government in recent years has been practically limited to 
such unworthy functions, and it will not be seriously ques- 
tioned that the prosperous classes, to which, in however 
slight a degree, you and I belong, happy in our enjoyment 
of every comfort and luxury, whether we are politicians or 
private citizens, accustom ourselves to regard with singular 
indifference the solemn injunction laid upon us by the high- 
est authority to consider the poor. The briefest thought 
given to that injunction will satisfy any intelligent person 
that considering the poor is not at all to give away, with 
even the best intentions, large sums of surplus money to 
which we have no moral and, perhaps, no legal title, which 
we cannot longer use here even to add to our luxuries and 
which we cannot take with us when " we go hence," as we 
soon must. Such giving may be accompanied by sounding 
a trumpet before the giver, " as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets that they may have glory of 
men," or the giving may be in the modest guise, " When 
thou givest alms let not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth." In either case such giving does not even 
approach compliance with the injunction to consider the 
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poor, for the latter implies looking into their poverty, visit- 
ing them in their wretched homes, seeing with one's own 
eyes the many hardships entailed upon them, old and young ; 
and, above all, fully realizing that their deserts, weighed in 
any scales we might select, are at least equal to our own. 
While they are thus suffering and, as almost every day's 
newspapers now tell us, actually dying of hunger, cold and 
nakedness, the members of our class are fairly " wallow- 
ing " not only in comfort, but in all the luxury of the most 
abounding extravagance and waste. 

Now, there are three directions in which your help to 
narrow this gulf would be singularly effective if you con- 
sent to call an extra session of Congress. The one is by 
recommending to that body to put at once upon the free 
list all articles which are necessary to preserve the life and 
health of those who labor and the lives and health of the 
wives and the children depending upon them, including all 
the materials in the construction of their homes, as well as 
all articles of food, and clothing, and heat, and domestic 
utensils, so as to lessen in some small measure, at least, the 
inevitable burdens of their unhappy lot and what may prove 
even more important to show some practical sympathy with 
them. 

You have doubtless read with great interest the epoch- 
making memorial presented by the embittered farmers of 
Canada to their Parliament on the 16th of December. It 
bore the signatures of eight hundred chosen representatives 
of their Council of Agriculture drawn from every province 
of the Dominion. Its demand for a wide measure of recip- 
rocal trade with the United States is in the line of our own 
efforts, and its deadly blow at the iniquities of indirect 
taxation only voices the sentiments long entertained by 
many lovers of their kind. These farmers truly declare 
that " provisions for revenue by customs duties is eco- 
nomically and morally wrong," and they point as a striking 
example of this wrong to the oppressive customs duties on 
agricultural implements from which bur own working farm- 
ers, not our u gentlemen farmers," have so long and so 
cruelly suffered. These Canadian farmers tell their Parlia- 
ment that, while the duties on such implements bring to 
the Treasury less than three hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars, their " Harvester Trust " mulcts them in over two 
million dollars. Our " Harvester Trust " has just " cut 
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a melon " of twenty million dollars " abstracted " from 
our working farmers, in addition to generous dividends on 
millions of watered stock, " abstracted " from the same 
victims as provided " the melon." 

When, in the luminous phrase of Mr. Dooley, the " lead- 
ing — and the led — men of the Republican party " were en- 
gaged last spring in their familiar and congenial task of 
increasing the riches of the rich and the poverty of the poor, 
I ventured to address Mr. Payne a modest protest against 
the objects at which his committee seemed to be aiming, that 
of adding to the already too heavy indirect taxes, which 
found their final resting-places on the bowed backs of men, 
women and children who earn their livelihood, when they 
can earn it, by the toil of their hands. I stated that to my 
mind it was not too harsh a word to call the existing tax on 
sugar infamous, as it extorted as large an actual sum from 
every working-man barely able to support himself and fam- 
ily as it extorted from the richest multimillionaire in the 
land; and I ventured to express the hope, which I need 
not say was promptly disappointed, that in any revision 
of the tariff, sugar, at least, would be placed upon the free 
list. Your Tariff Board, however slowly it may move, will 
be, no doubt, actuated by excellent intentions ; but no report 
from any board, even of angels, could prove that it is either 
just or wise for you to continue two years longer to require 
every grocery in the United States to rob the sweated seam- 
stress and the unskilled workman of two artificial prices for 
the sugar that they must buy if tEey are to live. As you 
know, one such artificial price goes to the Treasury by your 
tariff — that is, by the indirect taxation the Canadian farm- 
ers declare to be economically and morally wrong — to be 
wasted by Congress according to Senator Aldrich; and the 
other, as you know equally well, goes to the Sugar Trust. 
You see, this is not a question of economics for any Tariff 
Board to settle, but simply a question in elementary ethics, 
which any honest man can at once decide. Of course those 
who profit by monopoly and extortion can always offer 
specious reasons for continuing them. Such was the case 
years ago when it was proposed to lift the two artificial 
prices from quinine, which had become essential to the 
health of very many people who could not afford to pay 
both the artificial price of the tariff and the artificial price 
of the monopoly; and it was loudly insisted that if quinine 
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was put upon the free list the great and prosperous estab- 
lishments of the manufacturing chemists in Philadelphia and 
elsewhere would be ruined. As soon, however, as those 
taxes were abolished these intelligent manufacturers 
promptly adapted themselves to the changed conditions 
and succeeded in increasing their great wealth as rapidly 
as ever before. It, therefore, requires no courage to pre- 
dict that if you convene Congress in extra session and per- 
suade them to put sugar, woollen clothing, meat and all 
other necessities of life to the poor upon the free list, as 
well as farming implements for working farmers, the same 
story will be told as with free quinine. 

Assuming it to be wrong to levy unnecessary taxes upon 
the necessities of life to the unskilled working masses of the 
country and the necessary implements of agricultural labor, 
you will surely agree that the sooner the wrong is terminated 
the better. Now, it happens that while by refusing to call 
an extra session of Congress you only can prolong this 
wrong for two years, you only can give effect to the strong- 
ly expressed will of the people to put an end to it as soon 
as the ordinary processes of legislation will allow. The 
late Mr. Havemeyer bluntly expressed what was well known 
to all students of the subject that " the tariff is the mother 
of the trusts," and her brood has surely shown themselves 
fully worthy of their parentage. 

Perhaps, also, you are not at liberty, as President of all 
the people of all parties, to forget that the late election 
was fought on the distinct issue of speedy relief from the 
extortions of the tariff and the trusts. You stood manfully 
by the great majority of your party and did everything pos- 
sible to prevent the condemnation of those evils, but the 
plain people whose will is and ought to be the supreme law 
in a republic condemned them by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. No doubt Mr. Roosevelt's uncalled-for intervention, 
with its inconsistent and violent indiscretions, however well 
intended, swelled the adverse majority ; but the result would 
have been substantially the same had Mr. Roosevelt main- 
tained a dignified abstention from the conflict, as, no doubt, 
he now realizes it would have been better to have done. The 
question recurs : ' ' Will you stand between the people and 
the plain mandate they have given their representatives and 
continue to bind on the backs of the labor of the land : 
"Burdens well-nigh not to be borne"? 
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If, on the other hand, you promptly call together the men 
the people have elected to act for them in this matter, you 
assume no responsibility for the wisdom of their action un- 
til such measures as they enact are submitted to you for 
your approval, and if they seem to you unwise you can dis- 
approve them. In any event, you will have allowed the 
people's representatives to discharge the duties confided to 
them by their constituents. If, with the measures they enact 
before you, it should seem advisable to you to continue the 
Payne- Aldrich tariff in effect two years after the people in 
their sovereign capacity have condemned it, you will be act- 
ing with full knowledge of what the lawful representatives 
of the voters offer you as a substitute for it, and you will, 
at least, have allowed the voice of the people to be heard. 
Otherwise by your mere will you will have stifled any ef- 
fective expression of that voice for two whole years after 
it has plainly spoken, for if you refuse to call an extra 
session no practical relief can be sooner obtained. 

You will not, I am aware, shrink from any proper respon- 
sibility of your office, but I beg you to carefully consider 
whether the responsibility of thus thwarting the people's 
will is a proper one. If so, there is no doubt you will have 
the courage to assume it. The only doubt is whether if it 
is not you will have the courage to decline it, for in con- 
sidering the question the supposed welfare of your party 
and the opinions of those you are in the habit of consulting 
will very properly have great weight with you in reaching 
a conclusion; but I beg you to remember that " he serves 
his party most who serves his country best." In deciding 
whether you will allow this relief to be given or not, you 
ought in common justice to keep constantly before you the 
sharp line dividing the skilled and the unskilled labor of 
the country. The former is organized, and wisely and prop- 
erly organized, in labor-unions, while the latter possesses 
no such protection from possible oppression, no matter from 
what quarter such oppression may come. It can only suffer, 
but with the ever-growing hatred oppression always fosters. 

A striking illustration of the different conditions between 
these classes of labor, one of which makes itself heard in 
frequent demands for the betterment of its comparatively 
prosperous condition and the inarticulate class which can- 
not assist itself to escape from its unfortunate environment, 
is found in the recent action of Mr. Neill, the excellent 
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Commissioner of Labor, who has just secured for a con- 
siderable number of railroad employees a signal advance 
in their already liberal compensation; but this advance, it 
must not be forgotten, is secured at the expense, in good 
part, of the laboring-classes below them who cannot afford 
walking delegates or high-priced officials to demand from 
time to time increased wages. Now, of course, there would 
not be the slightest objection to those increases if the pros- 
perous classes of the country were to pay them ; and equally 
of course, the shallow pretence will be again made that 
the railroad companies pay the large increases of wages Mr. 
Neill secured, but that pretence is now worn too thin for 
further usefulness. These increases, like all others of like 
kind, will, in the last resort, be paid in great measure by 
the sweated seamstresses and the overworked and under- 
paid shop-girls and by all unskilled and defenceless labor, 
including even the thin, weak, anaemic little boys on the 
breakers at the coal-mines, and the thin, weak, anaemic little 
girls in the neighboring silk-mills suffering already from 
too little food, too thin clothing and too much work. All 
the same, abundant dividends will continue to flow from coal- 
mines and the silk-mills to the prosperous classes who own 
them. 

A single incident will show you what little impression 
this vast difference between the condition of well-to-do em- 
ployees and that of the really poor has made even upon a 
man so warm-hearted as you are. Sitting in comfortable 
luxury, you recently dictated an appeal to Congress to 
abstract a further sum from the taxes already being ex- 
torted from the latter to pay pensions to the women clerks 
in Government employ who are warmly housed, working, 
when they do work, at agreeable tasks eight hours a day, 
with a month's vacation and a month's allowance for sick- 
ness each year, and who receive, say, thirty dollars a week 
for each week in the year. While you were dictating this 
appeal one of the victims from which these pensions, if 
paid, must be in part extorted was telling almost within 
your hearing how she, and those in like situation, not in 
Government employ had to work twelve hours a day, when 
they could get work, for five dollars a week instead of thirty. 
Now, is it not just possible that the women clerks in your 
employ had better, out of their liberal salaries, assist these 
unfortunate sisters in their penury than that the latter class 



AN APPEAL TO PRESIDENT TAFT 169 

should assist to pension those already so much better off? 
Of course it would be a wholly different question if pensions 
to all the necessitous and deserving poor were payable from 
taxes on the surplus wealth of the rich, but why well-paid 
Government employees should be especially selected for pen- 
sions at the expense, in part, of those poorer than them- 
selves is not easy to understand ; and it cannot be too often 
repeated that it is upon the poorest of the poor that the 
present tariff is most oppressive, and it is in their especial 
behalf that speedy relief from its cruel exactions is asked 
at your hands. 

The second important service to the same unfortunate 
class of your fellow citizens you can render by calling an 
extra session is by entreating the newly elected representa- 
tives to that body to greatly diminish, if they cannot stop, 
the senseless, almost insane, waste of the public moneys 
which has now been rampant for years past in Congress. 
It is unnecessary to demonstrate what is easily demonstrat- 
able that of every dollar wasted by Congress the actual 
suffering caused by such waste falls on the poorest of the 
poor and just in proportion to their poverty, while the class 
to which we in some measure belong suffers the loss of no 
luxury even, much less any desirable comfort. 

It was very creditable in Senator Aldrich to confess that, 
under the administration of Mr. Roosevelt and of yourself, 
three hundred million dollars were being wasted by each 
Congress ; but evidently a natural tenderness for his party 
and his fellow members induced him to reduce the waste 
by nearly one-half, for it can be clearly shown that for every 
outlay essential to the true welfare and the true dignity of 
the nation five hundred million dollars for each Congress 
would be not only a sufficient, but a too generous provision. 

One hundred million dollars could be saved in pensions 
alone if only those deserving pensions received them; but 
if a single deserter from the colors during the Civil War, 
or a single miscalled " Spanish War Veteran " malingering 
in camp at Chickamauga, or a single worthless young wom- 
an who beguiled an old soldier with one foot in the grave 
into marrying her is not on the pension list for life, it is 
wholly due to some oversight on the part of the pension 
agents. On the first day the present Congress reassembled, 
December 5th, 1910, less than a dozen bills dealing with 
proper matters of legislation were introduced in the House, 
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and six hundred and thirty bills were introduced removing 
records of desertion so as to pension deserters, or granting 
new pensions or increasing pensions already granted; and 
on the next day, again less than a dozen bills dealing with 
proper subjects of legislation were introduced, and three 
hundred and eighty bills were introduced removing records 
of desertion so as to pension deserters, or granting new 
pensions on increasing pensions already enjoyed; and all 
this more than forty-five years after Lee surrendered. 

Then consider what could be saved if the appropriations 
for naval and military purposes were made in a spirit of 
economy instead of waste. In 1863, in the midst of the 
Civil War, when our navy was blockading the coast from 
Maine to Texas and pursuing the Confederate cruisers on 
every sea, the entire cost of the naval establishment was 
sixty-three million dollars. In 1910, in time of profound 
peace, without an enemy in the world or the possibility of 
an enemy, the cost of the navy was one hundred and thirty 
million dollars. In 1895 the cost of the army was twenty- 
four million dollars; in 1910 it was one hundred million 
dollars ; and so throughout the long depressing list of waste, 
still waste and still more waste, showing, as has been said, 
a kind of insanity in throwing away the taxes wrung, in 
a considerable part, from the unskilled and inarticulate men, 
women and children who are already living in a destitution 
of which we all ought to be ashamed. 

There is one recent performance by Congress which, un- 
less some reasonable excuse for it can be offered, seems to 
merit special reprobation — the expending of great sums of 
the public taxes for erecting, furnishing and maintaining 
the two costly marble palaces recently built, a goodly por- 
tion of whose cost is defrayed by those whose daily toil barely 
provides daily bread. If, it is assumed, those palaces cost, 
" by and large," six millions of dollars, then they cost the 
total earnings for a whole year of ten thousand members 
of the unskilled working-class. To maintain them, allow- 
ing interest on their cost, with the necessary repairs and 
attendance, will probably cost six hundred thousand dollars 
a year or the total earnings for a whole year of one thou- 
sand members of the same unhappy class. Now, allowing 
five members to a family, the cost of those palaces represent 
the entire means of livelihood of fifty thousand people for 
a whole year, and their annual cost represents the entire 
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means of livelihood of five thousand people for a whole 
year. These palaces are reported, it is to be hoped to some 
extent incorrectly, to be provided with such waste in ma- 
hogany furniture, marble bath-rooms and even velvet cush- 
ions for the repose of the heads of wearied statesmen as 
formerly could be seen only in the seraglio of an Eastern 
Sultan. Before our Congressmen wasted these millions of 
the people's money on themselves they were far more luxuri- 
ously provided for and at far greater cost than any legis- 
lative body in the world; — far more so than the British 
Parliament, which has half as many more members and 
legislates for three times as many people scattered all over 
the earth; far more so than the legislative bodies of the 
German Empire, which has more than one legislative body 
and dealing with the gravest possible problems of states- 
manship ; and far more so than the legislators of the French 
Republic, which, like our own, is broad-based upon the peo- 
ple's will, and her legislators also deal with the serious 
and multiform problems now confronting all legislative 
bodies, including the problems peculiar to that great and 
gallant nation. 

Now, whoever reads this morning's sad news of the whole- 
sale bribery of voters in Ohio, and the sad news lately sent 
us from California, and Illinois, and New York, and Penn- 
sylvania, and Delaware and other States, cannot believe that 
our Senators and Representatives are of such a superior 
class that no waste can supply surroundings sufficiently 
luxurious for their High Mightinesses. Barring a few multi- 
millionaires, whom your Attorney-General may possibly in- 
dict, few, if any, members of Congress possess in their own 
homes such indications of surplus wealth as those with which 
they are reported to have surrounded themselves in these 
wholly unnecessary palaces of precious woods and gleaming 
marbles. 

There is apt, however, to be a bright side to the darkest 
shield, and it is the great good fortune to those who still 
possess a saving sense of humor that the dreary pages of 
the " Congressional Record " sometimes offer amusement, 
even when illustrating this insane rage for wasting public 
moneys. One who has such sense of humor is sure to be 
more amused than angry when he reads that one Congress- 
man, fearing that all the public moneys would not be egregi- 
ously and foolishly wasted, offers a resolution providing for 
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the painting of portraits of all the dead and mostly forgot- 
ten Congressmen who, by one accident or another, occupied 
the chair of Speaker for a shorter or longer period. It is, 
of course, a long and depressing list, and one reading it feels 
as though he were walking in a graveyard and looking at 
strange tombstones, as he realizes that many of the gentle- 
men thus to be commemorated he never heard of and can- 
not pretend to ever wish to hear of. Then, too, this astonish- 
ing proposal for further waste recalls those dreadful efforts 
at art which so painfully disfigure the walls of the executive 
departments at Washington, in which it has become a rule 
that at least a thousand dollars shall be wasted in an effort 
to preserve for posterity a wooden likeness of the person, 
who for the time being, happens to be at the head of the 
department. It is a very safe prediction that if you should 
turn your art commission loose in those departments with 
" power to act," it might find one portrait in a hundred 
worthy of preservation and recommend that it be sent to 
the Corcoran Art Gallery, but it is very certain it would 
recommend that all the others should be promptly burned. 
In considering, however, the waste of the public moneys 
by Presidents, by Cabinet Ministers and by Congressmen, 
it must always be remembered that the atmosphere of Wash- 
ington has of late years caused, in most persons, a paralysis 
of the moral sense, and that it is surcharged with the gross- 
est flattery of all persons in official position. As such per- 
sons are surrounded by the prosperous classes only, there 
is little cause for wonder that they are blind to the plain 
consequences that such waste is increasing the sufferings 
of those who cannot make their sufferings known. The 
cynical refusal, even by high-minded men in our public life, 
to consider the urgent problems now pressing for consid- 
eration in our own country as in all civilized countries, while 
allowing their less high-minded colleagues to recklessly vote 
away the public moneys and to concoct new schemes for 
further waste of them at the bidding of one corrupt lobby 
or another, is certainly a very unworthy attitude for any 
public man to occupy; and it is largely responsible for many 
far too sweeping and unjust imputations that corrupt mo- 
tives influence all our legislators. One can read in this 
morning's newspapers such a mistaken and too sweeping 
indictment attributed to a learned and influential clergyman 
of New York. He is reported as saying: 
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"I have been in this country for four years. During that time every 
investigation of a political nature has shown corruption and graft. It 
used to be said in Greece that the citizen who refrained from politics was 
an idiot. In this country it may be said that every one smirched in politics 
is a thief." 

One can readily understand how such a conclusion was 
reached; but, all the same, it is erroneous, for there are 
honest and upright men in all departments of our national 
Government. They only lack moral courage to oppose cor- 
ruption in others. The third service you could render dur- 
ing an extra session of Congress would be in urging its mem- 
bers to pass without further delay a bill imposing by gen- 
erous stages of graduation " taxes upon inheritances." In 
the protest against the tax on sugar of last March, already 
mentioned, I ventured to ask, but have never had an answer, 
" why the colossal incomes and the colossal accumulations 
of surplus wealth should continue to be exempt from their 
proper share of taxation." It is an axiom among students 
of the subject that private property to be entitled to respect 
must show that it has been honestly earned and not dishon- 
estly abstracted. That is, it must be able to show a service 
to the community fully equivalent to the sum taken from the 
community. Now, of all possible subjects of taxation, sure- 
ly the surplus wealth which can make no such showing is 
the least open to a just exemption, and a properly graduated 
system taxing such unearned incomes and unearned ac- 
cumulations will give you all the revenue anybody can wish 
to waste and without causing the persons thus taxed the 
loss of a single luxury. 

Nor ought anybody to allow himself to doubt that many 
of the possessors of these ill-gotten fortunes would vastly 
prefer such taxation of their useless surplus than to have it 
imposed upon the absolute necessities of life to those less 
fortunate brothers whose lives are passed in that unceasing 
circulation of sorrow where hard daily toil sometimes pro- 
vides and sometimes fails to provide sufficient daily bread. 

There are two excellent reasons why you should press 
the graduated taxation of inheritances upon Congress with- 
out further delay: the one being that no question can pos- 
sibly arise about its constitutionality, as that has been con- 
clusively settled in an opinion by the present Chief Justice, 
which leaves nothing further to be said on the subject. The 
other reason justifying prompt action is that, instead of 
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wasting any time in devising a new scheme for the purpose, 
an admirable precedent, ready made, will be found in the act 
of the British Parliament proposed by Sir William Har- 
court when he was Chancellor of the Exchequer in the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Gladstone, and which received the ap- 
proval not only of the House of Commons, but of the House 
of Lords and of Queen Victoria. It may, therefore, be as- 
sumed that it is at least a sufficiently conservative meas- 
ure and one which the possessors of surplus wealth in this 
country can as readily accept as the aristocracy and nobility 
of Great Britain accepted it. Last year the graduated taxa- 
tion of inheritances turned into the British Exchequer, say, 
ninety million dollars, which is about one and one-half times 
what you receive from your unjust tax on sugar. But in 
our more populous country and with our far greater number 
of very wealthy persons, the proceeds of such taxation would 
probably be much greater. All, therefore, that the draughts- 
men of such a statute would have to do would be to translate 
the English money into corresponding sums of our money, 
and one serious inducement to tbe enactment of such a 
statute in this country without delay is the certainty that 
the longer it is delayed the more drastic will be its provisions. 
There are, however, objections often heard to such an 
enactment which are easily answered. It is said that many 
of the States have already levied a tax on inheritances, and 
if the national Government did the same it would be impos- 
ing double taxation as well as interfering with the revenue 
of the States now levying such a tax, as well as creating an 
inequality between the citizens of the different States. Now, 
the truth happens to be just the reverse, for such a statute 
is the only practical method of securing equal taxation of 
inheritances in all the States, by inserting a provision in the 
statute allowing a deduction for any similar taxes levied by 
the State in which the property of the decedent is being 
administered. Such a provision will make the total taxation 
on the estate exactly the same, whatever tax any particular 
State may impose, and will remove once for all the tempta- 
tion to wealthy residents of one State to move into another 
to lessen the taxation his estate will be called upon to pay; 
for there are, as is well known, some rich men who look 
forward with pleasure to continuing to " dodge taxes " even 
after they are dead; but when the two taxes, that of the 
nation and that of the State, are added together they will 
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be exactly the same in every State in the Union. When 
the time comes, which is now close at hand, to enact a grad- 
uated taxation of incomes a similar provision will secure 
the same result of equality in that respect also in all the 
States. Now, why should the United States longer loiter in 
such a shameful fashion behind all other civilized nations in 
refusing to tax wealth? 

The British Parliament is giving old-age pensions to over 
a million aged and deserving poor who had worked to the 
limit of their strength, but it must not be supposed for a 
moment that these people were articulate constitutents of 
the members of Parliament who voted them this instalment 
of justice. On the contrary, like our own poor, they were 
wholly inarticulate and dumb ; and the pensions are now be- 
ing paid to them because the conscience of the members of 
the British Parliament found it necessary either to cease 
professing Christianity or to give some proof that they were 
not hopeless hypocrites in professing it. 

The truth is that the really important work with which 
statesmen all over the world are at present concerning them- 
selves is the work of social reconstruction, which is the only 
effective bulwark against the rapidly rising tide of social- 
ism. "When in Berks County, Pennsylvania, the last place 
in the country where such a revolt could be expected, an 
" out and out " socialist is elected to the Legislature " they 
who run may read " the lesson. As such a bulwark has been 
too long neglected, it cannot now be too promptly con- 
structed. The labors to erect such a bulwark by bringing 
all men together in closer brotherhood, making the poor 
daily less poor and the rich daily less rich, call for recruits 
for our public life imbued with love for their fellows and 
anxious to share with them in fuller and ever fuller meas- 
ure the measureless bounty of God. 

Our pitiable moral cowardice in refusing to tax surplus 
wealth, useless even to its possessor and harmful to the 
community, while we are continually increasing the indirect 
taxation of poverty, is daily dragging the country more and 
more surely to the edge of the abyss. Such is the uniform 
lesson of history; and the only wise men, the saints and the 
sages, have always preached, though too often to deaf ears, 
that such contrasts are sure to destroy law, and order, and 
private property, and social peace. The prophet, Amos, 
perhaps the earliest of those whose prophecies have reached 
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us, bitterly denounced in those far-away days those who 
" oppressed the poor " and " crushed the needy," and he 
clearly foretold the doom which overtook the prosperous 
classes of his time. His latest commentator says that his 
prophecy " appeals in a very striking way to present-day 
society, for the evils the prophet denounced never appeared 
in more startling guise than in the Christendom of the pres- 
ent day, when extremes of wealth and poverty are grievous- 
ly accentuated, the pursuit of pleasure and luxury treated 
as the supreme end of life by many and embittered strug- 
gles between capital and labor." 

A striking confirmation of this opinion is found in the 
journals of this morning which printed a despatch from 
Washington saying that " dissatisfied workers in Pennsyl- 
vania are arming themselves with rifles on the wholesale 
scale preparatory to a vast strike," and it adds that the 
rifles which are to be secured are probably those which have 
been discarded by European armies which are believed to 
be imported in large numbers into the United States. Sure- 
ly, if we call to mind the daily reports of lawlessness and 
murder on the part of dissatisfied workmen all over the 
country, we cannot fail to appreciate the appalling sig- 
nificance of this statement. 

It has always been known that direct taxes upon the in- 
come of the citizen during his life and upon his estate after 
his death represent the most honest form of taxation, and 
that grading such taxes according to the wealth of the 
citizen is the most honest way of apportioning the expenses 
of Government. It has also always been well known that 
the prosperous classes have never paid their full share of 
those expenses, and they never will so long as indirect taxa- 
tion is permitted; but taxes generously graduated upon in- 
comes and inheritances will at least lessen to some extent 
the shameful inequality now existing in this respect between 
the rich and the poor, for such taxes will be less easily 
shifted upon some weaker class. 

You lately heard some congratulations when you imposed 
taxes on corporations to meet some new extravagance on the 
part of the executive or legislative departments; but the 
corporations are doubtless even now shaking this tax 
through tneir sieves down upon the shippers, who will 
promptly shake it through their sieves down upon the job- 
bers, who will promptly shake it through their sieves down 
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•upon the middlemen, who will promptly shake it through 
their sieves down upon the retailers, who will promptly 
shake it through their sieves down upon the consuming and 
defenceless poor, where it will stay. 

The limits prescribed to this appeal do not permit any 
statement in detail of what many of the laboring classes are 
suffering in this " land of the free and home of the brave." 
Whoever desires to know these facts will find an ample sup- 
ply of them in publications which can be obtained at very 
moderate prices from the Charities Organization Society, at 
105 East Twenty-second Street, New York City, and in the 
issues of " The Survey " published under the same auspices. 

In discussing an ethical question absolute accuracy in 
statistics is not necessary so long as the general truth in 
outline is presented. Speaking in that manner, our ninety 
millions of people may be roughly represented by the multi- 
millionaires, each of whom has abstracted by more or less 
objectionable devices from the wealth chiefly provided by 
the working classes untold millions of money; the million- 
aires who have abstracted fewer millions, but still an ap- 
palling number; the prosperous classes who hope to become 
millionaires; the well-to-do classes, the less well-to-do, but 
still fairly comfortable classes; and the great masses of 
men, women and children who earn their bread in the 
sweat of their brows. Of the first five classes it is probably 
a very liberal estimate to say that they will amount to thirty 
millions in all; and that the laboring classes, those whose 
constant struggle is "to make both ends meet," represent 
at least sixty millions of our population ; that is, say, there 
are probably twelve million households whose breadwinners 
average by continuous hard labor six hundred dollars a year. 
Meanwhile the prosperous classes, to which we belong, con- 
tinue in the enjoyment of luxury, and we are just now wise- 
ly and properly greeting each other with our best wishes for 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Here, how- 
ever, is rather a chilling contrast to our satisfaction found 
in an extract from the current news of the day, and it can 
be matched by many similar incidents and worse, for in 
many cases such destitution has resulted in suicide and 
murder. It tells very quietly the story of a destitute mother 
and her children in New York City, overflowing, as we all 
know, with wealth and luxury and " money to burn." The 
mother, it says, " started out to get work, but on account 
vol. cxcin. — no. 663 12 
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of her three - months - old baby no one would employ her. 
Piece by piece her household articles that would bring 
money were sold or pawned, but only a small quantity of 
food could be bought," owing, doubtless, in part to the tariff. 
" The family was close to starvation before its plight be- 
came known. Two collections were taken up yesterday : one 
among the neighbors and another among the policemen of 
the precinct. Last night the mother and her children had 
their first real meal for more than a week, and for the first 
time in that period had a little warmth in their flat." Mean- 
while we are " clothed in purple and fine linen " and spend 
our nights at the opera, the theatre, at balls and great 
banquets, wasting in a single evening more than enough to 
keep such suffering households in comfort for a year. 

Now, it may well be a part of common prudence, merely in 
a practical sense, to stop widening and begin narrowing such 
a gulf between the rich and the poor, which represents as 
nothing else does the tragedy of all human story. We will 
not be able ever, owing to the inequality of capacities with 
which we are born, to provide a perfect remedy for such 
inequality in our prosperous American life ; but the struggle 
to establish a fairer and more reasonable evenness in hu- 
man conditions is the most ancient, the most persistent and 
the most successful of all efforts of the human spirit towards 
a better life. The successes attending this struggle have 
been far greater in the century just closed than in any 
previous hundred years, and they are sure to be still far 
greater in the century just opened. 

The chief purpose of this appeal is to ask you, as Presi- 
dent of the United States, to enroll yourself with the hosts 
of good and wise men all over the world who are helping 
this onward and upward movement of mankind. It is at 
least possible that by calling an extra session of Congress 
and appealing to its members in your own earnest and 
eloquent manner you could induce them to confer three great 
and badly needed blessings upon twelve million American 
households — the removal of the tariff taxes from the articles 
essential to their continuance to live by putting all such 
articles upon the free list; the diminishing in large meas- 
ure of the sheer waste of public moneys to which the poor 
would still be obliged in considerable measure to contribute ; 
and the imposing of at least a portion of the burdens of 
taxation upon surplus wealth — that is, wealth not needed 
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even to encompass its possessors with every possible luxury, 
including absolute idleness if they prefer that folly to the 
f oily of acquiring more surplus wealth. 

This appeal to you will of necessity be published later, 
but the season at which it is written has inspired it, for it 
is the blessed and gracious season when 

" The time draws near the birth of Christ." 

Now whether one professes or does not profess a belief 
that He was given a divine mission, no one can deny that 
He came in an especial sense as the friend and fellow worker 
of the poor and that His life and His teaching have as one 
of their chief objects an amelioration, as far as possible, of 
their sad condition. Perhaps nothing brings His attitude 
in this respect more vividly before us than His warm wel- 
come of the suffering poor to heaven. He says, " Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest "; and as opposed to that welcome we read the 
reluctant but stern judgment He passed upon the prosper- 
ous classes. " How hardly," He says, " shall those who 
have riches enter into the Kingdom of God." And He re- 
peats. "It is easier for a camel to go through a needle's 
eye than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God." 

Now, we know from painful experience that it is possible 
for prosperous clergymen with wealthy parishioners to en- 
deavor to show that these words do not mean what they 
say: but no man dealing sincerely with himself can cherish 
such a delusion in the presence of those clear, positive and 
reiterated statements. It is not said to be impossible, but 
extremely improbable that members of the prosperous class- 
es will, with true sympathy, consider the poor and seek in all 
proper ways to alleviate the misery of their condition. 

To do so is harder for some members of those classes 
than for others, but it is too hard for perfect accomplish- 
ment by any of us ; and finding fault with others is so much 
easier than keeping one's self in the " strait and narrow 
path " of righteous conduct that such fault-finding easily 
becomes itself a sin, blinding one to his own shortcomings 
while seeing clearly those of his neighbor. If, therefore, 
words or judgments lacking in charity have found place 
in this hastily written appeal, all one can offer in extenuation 
is to declare they were not so intended and to ask forgive- 
ness for them. 

Wayne Mac Veagh. 



